
 
 
 
 

 

National Screening Service update – 04 June 2021 
 

 
BreastCheck 
 
Routine screening is continuing. BreastCheck continues to monitor surgical access and surgeries 
are being prioritised by the host hospitals. 
 
COVID-19 has impacted all areas of our lives and screening is no exception. We have lost nearly a 
year of screening time. Appointments in this screening round (where we invite women for screening 
once every 2 years) are delayed by up to a year. 
 

• If you were due to be screened in 2020, we are aiming to invite you in 2021 
• If you were due to be screened in 2021, we will now aim to invite you in 2022 

 
This means Ireland will be more in line with England, which screens women every 3 years. We aim 
to return to screening women every 2 years as soon as possible. This is dependent on the situation 
with COVID-19 and restrictions continuing to ease. 
 
Our staff vaccination programme is complete and we have a new text message appointment system 
to maximise uptake. We are letting women know that we are screening those who have been 
waiting longest first, and asking them to partner with us to ensure every appointment slot is filled. 
We are continuing to investigate ways to increase our capacity. 

 
CervicalCheck 
 
The programme is continuing to process high numbers of screening samples. We are asking all 
sampletakers to maintain their normal screening clinics at this time.  
 
Due to the cyber attack on the HSE: 

• GPs are receiving notification of all patients who require follow-up care in colposcopy. 
GPs are continuing to refer their patients to colposcopy units as normal. 

• We are temporarily unable to issue some test results to women.  
• There are some delays in providing results, between 8 to 10 weeks currently.  
• All outstanding test results will issue when the IT issue resolves.  
• Colposcopy clinics continue to operate but with reduced capacity. 

 
BowelScreen 
 
BowelScreen is continuing to invite for screening, but at reduced capacity due to the impact of 
COVID-19 and the cyber attack. 
 
BowelScreen continues to monitor colonoscopy capacity closely; invitations to participate will be 
issued relative to each unit’s capacity.  
 
A series of BowelScreen and colonoscopy leaflets have been produced in ‘easy-to-read’ format to 
make it easier for people who have additional needs to access bowel screening material. The 
documents include consent information that is concise and clear; and photo stories that give a clear 
visual impression of what a programme participant can expect from the BowelScreen service. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
BowelScreen’s guidance on supporting persons with additional needs can be viewed at 
www.bowelscreen.ie/bowelscreen-information-resources.132.html. 

 
Diabetic RetinaScreen  
 
DRS continues to screen and report a high attendance rate for screening. We are continuing to 
invite participants awaiting appointments due to the pause in screening, while also inviting people 
who are currently due their screening test.  
 

• We have now screened around 80 per cent of all people awaiting appointments due to 
COVID-19. 

• All clinics are continuing to screen. The cyber-attack on the HSE has affected some clinic 
bookings.  

• We continue to advise participants that COVID-19 is impacting the waiting time for follow-up 
appointments.  

• We are working with hospital clinics to ensure all those who have an urgent referral are seen 
without undue delay. Those on routine referral may have to wait longer for their hospital 
appointment or have an appointment rescheduled. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


